
CURRICULUM VITAE 

Esperanza Aguirre Gil de Biedma. Born in Madrid on 3 January 1952. 
Married with two children. Graduated in Law from the Complutense 
University of Madrid in 1974 with nine top marks. In 1976, she 
passed the civil service examinations for the Corps of Information 
and Tourism Technicians, which was later integrated into the Higher 
Corps of Technicians of the State Civil Administration. She held 
various civil servant posts in the Ministries of Tourism and Culture. 
In 1983, she was elected to the Madrid City Council for the first time 
on the Unión Liberal list. She spent six years in the opposition and 
took her first post of responsible as Councillor for Environment and 
Culture in 1989, later becoming First Deputy Mayor and Speaker of 
the Capital City Council. 
 

In 1996, she was elected Senator for Madrid. Two months later, Prime Minister José María Aznar 
selected her to head the Ministry of Education and Culture in the first government term of the 
Partido Popular, a post she gave up on 18 January 1999 to become the first female President of the 
Senate. In March 2000, she was re-elected to the upper house as Spain's most voted senator. 
 
She was President of the Senate until 16 October 2002 and resigned when she was chosen as the 
Popular Party (PP) candidate for the Presidency of the Community of Madrid. Following her victory 
in the 2003 regional elections, Esperanza Aguirre became the first elected president of a regional 
government in Spain on 20 November 2003. 
 
In November 2004, she was elected President of the Popular Party of Madrid. In the subsequent 
elections for the Presidency of the Government of the Autonomous Community of Madrid in 2007, 
she achieved a historic approval rating (53.2 %) in the region. 
 
In the 2011 regional elections, she increased the number of seats in the Madrid Assembly from 67 to 
72 and became President of the Community of Madrid for the third time and with an absolute 
majority. In April 2012, the 15th Congress of the PP of Madrid took place and she was again elected 
Regional President. 
 
After a cancer diagnosis, which she fortunately overcame, she decided on 17 September 2012 to 
leave politics and resign as President of the Regional Government to return to her post as an official 
in the Corps of Technicians for Information and Tourism for a few months. 
 
In 2013, she moved to the private sector to work as Chair of the Advisory Board of the consulting 
firm Seeliger and Conde. 
 
In December 2014, she offered herself to the PP to run again in the elections. She was a candidate 
and won the elections for mayor of Madrid in May 2015, but the assembly of election losers rather 
led to her becoming spokesperson for the opposition. 
 
On 24 April 2017, she resigned as a Madrid city councillor and from all her public posts and retired 
from politics. She remains active in defending liberal-conservative values and principles. 
 
  



Languages 
- spanish 
- English  
- french 
 
Hobbies 
Her main hobbies are family, reading and golf. 
 
Publications 
• “Pensamiento liberal en el fin de siglo” with José María Michavila. (Fundación Cánovas del 

Castillo, 1997). 
• “La Presidenta” (authorised biography of Virginia Drake). (La Esfera de los Libros, 2006) 
• “Discursos para la Libertad” (Ciudadela, 2009). 
• “Prohibido prohibir” with Pedro Schwartz. (Espasa, 2012). 
• “Yo no me callo” (Espasa, 2016). 
• “Sin complejos” (La Esfera de los Libros, 2021) 
 
Honorary awards 
Spanish 
• Dame Grand Cross of the Order of Carlos III (22 January 1999).  
• Dame Grand Cross of the Order of Isabella the Catholic (23 January 2004).  
• Grand Cross of the Order of Civil Merit (23 April 2004).  
• Gold Medal of the Community of Madrid (20 April 2012). Following the announcement of his 

resignation, the first Governing Council, chaired by his interim successor, awarded him the Gold 
Medal of the Community of Madrid, the highest regional distinction.  

• Grand Cross of the Order of Alfonso X the Wise (26 December 2014). 
 

Foreign 
• Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (4 February 2004). 
• Officer of the Legion of Honour.  
• Dame Grand Cross of the Order of the Sun of Peru (8 June 2004). 
 
Other awards 
• Honorary doctorate from the Universidad Alfonso X el Sabio (16 April 2013). 
 

 
Madrid, 23 September 2021 


